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VISION 
To be the leading Chapter of NIGP, 
promoting the development of public 
procurement professionals 
throughout Central Florida. 

MISSION 
Provide our members with 
opportunities for professional 
development and the exchange of best 
practices. 

CORE VALUES 
Ethics • Integrity • Professionalism • 
Diversity • Education & Growth • 
Service to Stakeholders 

  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  

 
Luis A. Aviles 

PR ESI DENT 

Hello Chapter Members! 

As Independence Day approaches, our procurement teams continue 
driving essential work forward and ensuring critical goods and services 
are in place to support our communities. This holiday also reminds us of 
the strength of our country and the opportunities it provides to serve, 
contribute, and make a meaningful impact through public work. The 
CFC-NIGP Board is grateful for your dedication during this busy season. 
Wishing you all a Happy Independence Day that gives you a chance to 
relax, celebrate, and enjoy time with those who matter most. 

July Membership Meeting. Please join us on Friday, July 17, 2026, for our 
VIRTUAL Chapter Membership Meeting. That’s right, you read right, this 
meeting will be completely virtual!  Our guest speaker is Darin Matthews, 
FNIGP, CPPO, CPSM, NIGP-CPP, Chief Procurement Officer for Cal Poly 
University in San Luis Obispo, CA,  who will be presenting on  
“Procurement Fraud” (1 contact hour). As always, our virtual sessions are 
free to the membership.  The Chapter Membership Meeting and 
presentation begins at  12:30 PM meeting, and presentation at 1PM. If you 
have not done so please register at July 17, 2026 VIRTUAL ONLY 
Membership Meeting and Presentation - Events - Central Florida Chapter 
of NIGP 

NIGP FORUM August 23 - 26, 2026 in Columbus, OH (In-Person). Are 
you going to FORUM? Let me know, president@cfcnigp.org. We’ve 
reserved space at the Flatiron Tavern on August 25th at 6:00 PM for a 
relaxed evening of good company and great food. We hope you’ll join us to 
unwind, connect, and enjoy their fantastic menu offerings! 

CFC NIGP Fall 2026 Social Event at Medieval Times Dinner & 
Tournament. Join us for our 2026 Social Event at Medieval Times Dinner 
& Tournament in Kissimmee!  Don’t forget the Chapter is subsidizing a 
portion of the dinner adventure for our members and their first guest to 
make this opportunity more affordable for our members.  Additional 
guests attend a the regular rate.  Deadline to register is September 4, 
2026.  Additional details are on the CFC NIGP website. 

Luis A. Aviles, CPPO, CPPB, FCCM  •  2026–2028 President  •  president@cfcnigp.org 
  

  

https://cfcnigp.org/content.aspx?page_id=4091&club_id=449394&item_id=2957044
https://cfcnigp.org/content.aspx?page_id=4091&club_id=449394&item_id=2957044
https://cfcnigp.org/content.aspx?page_id=4091&club_id=449394&item_id=2957044
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President’s Message Continued. . . . 

Reverse Trade Show. Don’t forget! Join us on Wednesday, November 4, 2026 at the Doubletree by 
Hilton Hotel Orlando Theme Park Resort!!!   

 Event Registration: Registrations for vendors, agencies, and the room raffle survey are located at 
Home - Central Florida Chapter of NIGP on the home page. 

 Rooms: Scholarship points can be used for hotel rooms the day before and night of the event!  A 
room raffle is on our website for Chapter Full Members that are registered for RTS full day and 
live 25 miles from the hotel location. The survey closes on August 31, 2026.  

 Volunteer Opportunities: Contact Damaris Nazario at fundraising@cfcnigp.org if you would like 
to volunteer for RTS!  There are virtual opportunities before the event and in-person 
opportunities on the day of the event.  

2026 RTS Hotel Room Raffle Survey. Reverse Trade Show Hotel Room for the night before the 
event (approx. $200 value) 

Scholarship includes a hotel room for 1 night. Other expenses are the responsibility of the chapter 
member. 

NOTE: This raffle is not related to the Chapter's Pro-D Opportunity Awards Scholarship. 

THIS SURVEY is your only opportunity to enter this raffle and CLOSES ON August 31, 2026. Up to ten 
(10) members may be selected for this opportunity. 

Additional details are available on the CFCNIGP website. 

Engagement. As we head into the second half of the year, consider this your gentle nudge to bring 
your talents into the spotlight. We’ve got open roles; Committee Chairs, Committee Members, RTS, and 
one of them might be your perfect fit!  We’ve got important work rolling, and a few extra brilliant 
volunteers will help us finish strong. If you’re interested or just curious, reach out to me or any board 
member. No surprise clipboards, promise.  

Thank you! 

Luis A. Aviles, CPPO, CPPB, FCCM  •  2026–2028 President  •  president@cfcnigp.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cfcnigp.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=449394
mailto:fundraising@cfcnigp.org
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  M E E T  Y O U R  B O A R D  

 
Nick Canjar 

V ICE PRESIDEN T 

Greetings and Happy Summer! We have a lot of exciting things going on and 
we hope you’ll join us. Our completely virtual chapter meeting is Friday, 
July 17, where Darin Matthews speaks on fraud in procurement. In 
September, Kirk Buffington presents three mini-sessions at our Fall 
Workshop on Friday, September 18th. Please note this workshop has a 
different agenda, so check the timings carefully. And don’t forget our 
chapter social on Saturday, September 19th at Medieval Times! More 
information and registration are on the chapter’s website, 
www.cfcnigp.org. Reach out anytime with questions. We hope to see you 
there! 

Nick Canjar, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB, FCCM 
 

 
Angela L. Thomas 

TREASURER  

Hello all, and happy summer! A reminder for everyone who attended 
FAPPO this year: please submit any scholarship redemption by July 3rd for 
refund processing in time for our July 17th Chapter Meeting. Let me know 
if you’ll be attending in person so I can have your check ready. Stay cool, 
and I hope to see you at the meeting. treasurer@cfcnigp.org. 

Angela L. Thomas, MBA, CPPB 

 

 
Sheila “Shae” 

Hernandez 
SECR ETARY  •  NEW !  

Welcome! Hello everyone! I’m Sheila “Shae” Hernandez, and I’m excited 
to introduce myself as your newly elected Secretary for the Central Florida 
Chapter of NIGP. It is an honor to serve our members, and I look forward 
to helping keep everyone informed and connected throughout the year. 

I hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter and all of the opportunities our 
chapter has planned. Thank you for being part of the Central Florida 
Chapter. I look forward to seeing you at an upcoming meeting or event! 

Sheila “Shae” Hernandez, MBA, CPPB, FCCM 
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  C O U N C I L  &  C H A I R  M E S S A G E S  

 
Katrina Ponzini 

TAL EN T COUNCIL CHAIR  

Happy Summer! 

I look forward to seeing you all virtually at the July Membership Meeting, 
where we’ll hear from Darin Matthews on “Procurement Fraud.” I’m truly 
excited to serve as your Talent Council Chair and to champion the 
continued growth of our volunteer community. Thank you to the members 
who have stepped up recently to take on new roles! There are still a wide 
variety of flexible opportunities available, and volunteerism turns into 
scholarship dollars. Please see the updated Committee List on the website, 
and reach out if you’d like to serve. 

Katrina Ponzini, M.Ed., CPCM, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB, FCCM 

 

 
Milli “Meegee” Medina 

MEMB ER SHIP  CHAIR  

Our chapter is growing, and I encourage all members to take advantage of 
the many opportunities available through your membership. Not sure 
what’s available to you? Let’s schedule a short call! Attending chapter 
meetings and workshops is one of the best ways to connect with fellow 
professionals, expand your knowledge, and build lasting relationships. 
Whether you’re new to the profession or a seasoned member, there’s 
always something valuable to gain. I’m here to support you, so reach out 
anytime with questions, ideas, or feedback. Thank you for being part of our 
chapter! 

Milli “Meegee” Medina, CPPB, FCCM 

 

 
Damaris Nazario 

FUN DRAI SER  COU NCIL 
CH AIR  

Our 27th RTS is shaping up to be another outstanding event, and thanks 
to the incredible support of our members, vendors, and sponsors, we’ve 
already raised nearly $37,000! That’s an exciting start, but there’s still 
plenty of work to do. If your agency hasn’t registered, please do so as soon 
as possible; every participating agency increases the value of the event and 
strengthens our Chapter. I also encourage you to review the posted 
committee list and consider volunteering; whether a few hours or a larger 
role, your time makes a real difference. Finally, please help us spread the 
word by inviting vendors, encouraging sponsorships, and sharing the 
event with your network. Together, we can showcase the value of public 
procurement across Central Florida. 

Damaris Nazario, MBA, NIGP-CPP, CPPB, FCCM 
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  C O M M I T T E E  U P D A T E S  

John Schmidt   —   INTERNSHIP / EXTERNSHIP 
Hello fellow Chapter members! For the Internship/Externship Committee, this time of year is best described 
as the “lull before the storm!” We’re awaiting news on Fall 2026 and Spring 2027 registrations for our college 
and university outreach. In the coming year, the Committee intends to have active representation at the UCF, 
Stetson, and Bethune-Cookman career fairs, familiarizing students with our NIGP Chapter’s mission, raising 
awareness of the public sector as a career path, and promoting available internships and job openings. A key 
focus is helping college graduates consider purchasing and contracting as a career growth area. “Think Public 
Sector!” Stay tuned, more details coming soon! 

John Schmidt, Chair, Internship/Externship Committee 

 

Arima Santana   —   COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Ronald McDonald House Brunch. As we continue supporting the Ronald McDonald House, the Chapter will 
host a brunch on Sunday, August 2, 2026, from 9:00–11:00 AM at the Ronald McDonald House on the 
Nemours campus (6551 Nemours Pkwy, Orlando, FL 32827). I’m hoping to gather at least five-chapter 
members to participate, a wonderful opportunity to spend time together while supporting families in our 
community. 

Arima Santana, CPPO, CPPB, NIGP-CPP, FCCN, FCCM 
 

Fatima Calkins   —   MENTORING 
Let’s continue building connections and growing together in 2026! Our procurement community is full of 
talent, experience, and potential. Every day, we navigate complex markets, build strategic partnerships, and 
deliver value that shapes the direction of our organization. But the greatest strength of our function isn’t just 
what we do; it’s who we are. The Procurement Mentoring Program is our opportunity to invest in each other, 
strengthen our community, and build a future where every colleague feels supported, empowered, and 
inspired. 

Coming soon: Keep an eye on the chapter website; a mentoring interest survey will be posted shortly so you 
can sign up as a mentor or a mentee. 

If you’re interested in being a mentor or a mentee, please contact Mentoring Chair Fatima Calkins at 
fatimacalkins@yahoo.com. 
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  H I G H L I G H T S  &  S A V E  T H E  D A T E S  

★   NIGP FORUM 2026  —  COLUMBUS,  OH  

 
August 23–26, 2026 • In-Person • “A New Era: Where the Future of Public Procurement Takes 
Shape” 
Are you going to FORUM? Let President Luis Aviles know at president@cfcnigp.org. There may be a 
chance to sit together during plenary sessions and the awards luncheon. 

Chapter Meet-Up: We’ve reserved space at the Flatiron Tavern on Monday, August 25th at 6:00 PM 
for a relaxed evening of good company and great food. Come unwind, connect, and enjoy the menu! 

 

⚑  RTS HOTEL ROOM RAFFLE — CLOSES AUGUST 31  

Win a hotel room the night before the Reverse Trade Show (approx. $200 value). 
• Open to Chapter Full Members registered for RTS full day who live 25+ miles from the hotel. 
• Scholarship covers a hotel room for 1 night; other expenses are the member’s responsibility. 
• Up to ten (10) members may be selected. This raffle is separate from the Pro-D Opportunity 

Awards Scholarship. 
The survey is your only way to enter and CLOSES August 31, 2026. Find it on the CFCNIGP website 
home page. Questions or want to volunteer for RTS? Contact Damaris Nazario, 
fundraising@cfcnigp.org. 

 

 2026 CHAPTER DATES  

July 17 —  Membership Meeting — Virtual (Darin Matthews, Procurement Fraud) 
August 2 —  Ronald McDonald House Brunch — Community Service 
August 23–26 —  NIGP Forum — Columbus, OH 
September 18 —  Fall Workshop — Kirk Buffington 
September 19 —  Chapter Social — Medieval Times, Kissimmee 
November 4 —  Reverse Trade Show — DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando 
December 4 —  Membership Meeting & State of the Chapter 
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  M A Y  2 0 2 6  M E E T I N G  R E C A P  

 
Dr. Brian Robinson 

DEPUTY CI TY MANAG ER,  
PALM BAY  

On Friday, May 22, 2026, the Central Florida Chapter welcomed Dr. Brian 
Robinson, Deputy City Manager for the City of Palm Bay, for a 
presentation on “How to Maintain Motivation in Uncertain Times,” held 
both in person and virtually. 

Drawing on real-world examples, Dr. Robinson shared practical, thought-
provoking strategies for staying motivated and courageous while 
pursuing personal and professional goals. Members left with fresh 
perspective and useful tools. Thank you to everyone who joined us in 
person and online! 
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  J U L Y  M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G  —  P R O C U R E M E N T  F R A U D  
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 R O N A L D  M C D O N A L D  H O U S E  B R U N C H  V O L U N T E E R  E V E N T  
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  F A L L  2 0 2 6  S O C I A L  E V E N T  —  M E D I E V A L  T I M E S  
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  2 0 2 6  R E V E R S E  T R A D E  S H O W  
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  F A L L  W O R K S H O P  —  K I R K  B U F F I N G T O N  
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  C P P B  &  C P P O  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  S T U D Y  G R O U P  
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  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  S U P P O R T  —  C P P O  &  C P P B  P R E P  
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  M A Y  2 0 2 6  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  

Membership Meeting Minutes 
May 22, 2026  •  12:00 PM – 2:00 PM  •  In-Person & Virtual 

Welcome — Luis Aviles, President 
• Introductions, Welcome Guests & Recognition of New Members — 

• Ann Routhier- Brevard Public Schools,  
• John Damelio- Brevard Public 
• Schools, Eric Schluaz- Seminole State College,  
• David Gragan- Palm Bay 

Old Business 
• Secretary’s Report —  

• 1st motion- Kathy Saldutti 
• 2nd motion- Tabatha Freedman  
• No Discussion 
• Motion passes and March Membership meeting  

• Treasurer’s Report —  
• Report will be given in July 

• Vice President’s Report — Nick Canjar:   
• Daron Mathews for July workshop 
• Kirk Buffington for Sept. workshop 
• State of Chapter for Dec 

• President’s Report — Luis Aviles:   
• NIGP Forum - Get together Social Event at Flat Iron Tavern Tues 8/25@6:00 or 6:30 
• Social event in Sept.19 @ Medieval Times 5PM show/$30 each chapter member & 

guest, additional guests are at full price.  
• Chapter award application for 5/26 

• Council Chair Reports 

• Member Council — Milli Medina:   
• Working on new Pro-D scholarships in upcoming weeks 
• Surveys coming next week 

• Fundraising — Damaris Nazario:  
• Developing 90-day leadership program for emerging leaders. No cost and Limited spots 
• Available.  
• RTS 

• Looking for more vendors for the tradeshow 
• Send Damaris your vendor list data 
• Register your agency for RTS 
• Volunteer opportunities available 

• Talent — Katrina Ponzini:  
• Update committee list now available on the website (Can earn scholarship points) 

• New Business 

• Committee / Task Force Updates 
• Internship/Externship/Mentoring 

• More interest in internship with UCF/Stetson  

• Mentoring 
• Looking for more mentors and mentees  

• Legislative 
• Final matrix to be posted on the website  
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• Study Groups 
• Working towards getting a study group together 

 
• Open Floor 

• Recognition of New Certifications —  
• David Santiago- FCCN  
• Milli Medina- CPPB  
• Michael Hall- FCCN  
• Jennifer Deveaux- CPPB  
•  Patricia Rigby- PPA 

• Job Postings, Announcements & Purchasing News —   
• Procurement Analyst II- Osceola County 
• Buyer- Volusia Schools 
• CPO- City of Palm Bay  

• Chapter Meeting Is Adjourned 
• Motion to Adjourn —   

• 1st Damaris Nazario 
• 2nd Kathy Saldutti 
• No Discussion 
• Motion passes 

 
*********************************************************************** 

End of May 22, 2026 Membership Meeting Minutes 
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  J U L Y  M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G  A G E N D A  

Membership Meeting Agenda 
Virtual Meeting Only 
July 17, 2026  •  12:15 PM – 2:00 PM 

12:15 PM  Registration 
12:30 PM  Chapter Membership Meeting 
1:00 PM  Presentation: Darin Matthews 

Welcome — Luis Aviles, President 
•  Introductions, Welcome Guests & Recognition of New Members 

Old Business 
•  Secretary’s Report — Luis Aviles 

–  May Membership Meeting Minutes 
•  Treasurer’s Report — Angela Thomas 

–  Reconciliations 
–  Audit 

•  Consent Agenda - Vote 
–  Minutes from Previous Meeting 
–  Bank Reconciliations 

•  Vice President’s Report — Nick Canjar 
–  Programming Updates 
–  Scholarship Updates 

•  President’s Report — Luis Aviles 
–  Board Revisions 

▪ Vote on Two Board Members with Same Agency (Nick 
Canjar & Milli Medina) — Vote 

▪ Appointment of New Secretary, Sheila Hernandez — Vote 
▪ Installation of New Secretary 

–  NIGP Forum Update 
–  Strategic Planning 

Council Chair Reports 
•  Member Council — Milli Medina (Pro-D Scholarships) 
•  Fundraising — Damaris Nazario (RTS) 
•  Talent — Katrina Ponzini (Committees) 

New Business 
•  Committee / Task Force(s) — Updates from Chairs 

–  Internship / Externship / Mentoring 
–  Legislative 
–  Study Groups 
–  Community Services 

•  Open Floor 
•  Recognition of New Certifications 
•  Job Postings, Announcements, New Positions & Purchasing News 

Chapter Meeting Is Adjourned 

MEETING LUNCH MENU 

On Your Own — 
Eat at your Desk! 

 

2026 CHAPTER DATES 

Fall Workshop 
September 18 

Chapter Social Event 
September 19 

Reverse Trade Show (RTS) 
November 4 

Membership Meeting & State 
of the Chapter 

December 4 
 

 


